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The origin of the S ; e
i : napp family origiln
g:ﬁ;:;emburg in Germany, The original spelling of the surname in
oriei nyaS Schnepfe, Schnepff and Schnepp., _The surnafms takes its
: § n from a marsh bird called a "Snipe". In German the spelling
1ls _Schnepfe" which translates into the English spelling of Snipe.
In 1?3 basic sense it means "a bird which snaps up'. Thence the
English equivalent -spelling of the surname of "Snapp" .
The earliest this family can be found in Wwuerttemburg is in
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Not all members of the family changed thei
followed Martin Luther. There was one branch of the family that
remained Catholic and were to be found mainly in Rothenburg about
50 miles east of Stuttgart., The Protestant branch of the family
came from Heilbronn, 30 miles north of Stuttgart., To distinguish
branch of the family from the Protestant, each branch
imilar in design on the shield but

the Catholic
t of arms that was sl
h used the symbol on

assumed a coa
crest, The pProtestant branc
On the Catholic branch the
However, On

had a different
the shield which was the marsh bird,
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the shield the snipe on the Protestant arms shows the bird displayed
on a craggy hill, 0On the Catholic arms on the shield it shows the
pird standing on & hill of three mounds,
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The Schnepp family
Lorentz Schnepp married Catherina

Schnepp, & shepherd who
Alsace, His son, Lorentz Schnepp,
different villages in the region.
even children born in eight different villages, One
Johannes born 1 December 1695 in the village
Johannes married

Habershad el
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On 29 0
Geiswoilez aftober 1725, Catherina Haber Schnepp died at
on, Johannes is named as a shepherd at

nd her s
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mark th;ﬁdhznu:ggecﬁed by a_shephe;d:s crook, This is the same
British Crown whenwhen he signed his oath of allegiance to the

: e landed at Philadelphia on 17 August 1
coming from Germany on the ship, Samuel.p o o

Upon arriving in America he settled in Frederick Co., VA
¥ﬁ:r§rge gOUEht 40O acres of land on Little North Mountain near
b nco of Cedar Creek., Two of his sons, John, Jr, and
pawrence Snapp also purchased large tracts of land, dJohn, Jr.
purchased 40O acres of land on Cedar Creek on the Fast side of
Little North Mountain adjoining his father., Lawrence purchased

LOO acres on West Run, whereon he lived, and then purchased 406
acres on Funk's Mill Run,

On 21 May 1753, Johannes Schnepp, Sr. (John Snapp, Sr.)

gnd his two sons, John, Jr. and Lawrence Snapp were naturalized
in Frederick Co., VA,

The area in which the family settled was known as "Snapp
Neighborhood" and they were among the first pioneers to settle
in the Valley of Virginia, This famous neighborhood was begun
before Winchester, VA was incorported,

The Snapp family were Lutheran by faith and attended..ithe
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Frederick Co., VA.

It is assumed that Lawrence Snapp married a woman with the
first name of Margaret and perhaps was a daughter of Peter
Stephens, one of the early pioneers of the Valley, There is
considerable circumstantial evidence but not any documentary proof
so far to date,

Having acquired large tracts of land, well over 1400 acres of
land, Lawrence Snapp, ST., settled in Dunmore (Shenandoah) Co., VA
| where he made his Last Will and Testament and died in 1782. In his
Last Will and Testament he divided his estate to his widow and their
ten children giving large tracts of land to his children, His widow,
Margaret died in 1801 and in her Last Will and Testament she divided
her estate among her children,

The emigrant ancestor, Johannes Schnepp (1695-1762) and his
wife, Barbara, (1696-1762) had numerous children and the Shenandoah
Valléy of Virginia, even today, claims many persons who are descended
from them, \

Others of the Snapp family immigrated to other areas of the
United States. Many of the surname immigrated to Bast Tnnnnsseo
whereas their descendants are quite numerous, . I'our of Lawrence
Snapp's sons went to East Tennessee, namely, John, Sr., (1749-1818);
Lawrence, Jr. (1750-1824); Abraham Snapp, Sr. (1761-1833); and
Jacob Snapp (1766~ )e Lawrence, Jr,, settled in Sullivan Co,, TN,
and John, Sr.; Abraham, Sr,; and Jacob Snapp settled in Vashington
Co., TN, also settling  in Greene Co., TN along the county lines,




84l Ponderosa Pine Lane
Sarasota, FL 34243
14 Sept. 1988

Harrisonburg, Rockingham
Historical Society

301 South Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Archivist:

I am enclosing some genealogical and historical on the

Rockingham County Snapp family that I wish to have placed in
your files,

Although some of the family stayed in Rockingham County
area, John Snapp, Sr, and wife, Mary and his son, John Snapp, Jr.

and ﬁis wife, Klizabeth removed themselves to Washington and
Greene Co's.,, TN in 1815,

I hope that this data will help some other person who is
researching the Rockingham County Snapp family,.

Other data on the Snapp family can be found in Frederick,
Shenandoah, and Augusta Co's., VA.

If there are any questions, please advise,

Sincerely, (:‘f:>
S brice s SN B

Walter C, Burgner, Jr,




