






 



North Carolina  Court of Pleas + Quarterly Sessions 
Randolph County To November Term 1858 
 
To the County Court of said County 
 
Hubbard Nance, surviving administrator of Hudson Nance senr 
dec’d, Barden Nance, Noah Nance, Thomas Nance, + Hudson 
Nance + William Nance 

against 
Riley Hill & wife Absilla, Hudson Nance, Jr., Sion Hill + wife 
Elizabeth, Anna Keerans, Larkin Keerans administrator of John 
Keerans dec’d, Sally Jackson, Laura Keerans and Elizabeth 
Nance 
 
 Your petitioners represent to your worships that Hudson 
Nance, the elder, departed this life in The Fall of 1856 intestate 
and at Nov Term of that year Your petitioned Hubbard Nance 
and John Keerans were appointed his administrators – the 
distributed of the intestate are  
 

1 Elizabeth – widow of the intestate 
2 Anna Keerans ^his daughter, widow of John Keerans  
3 Sally Jackson, a daughter who is a widow 
4 Thomas Nance [son of intestate & petitioner] 
5 Hudson Nance [son of intestate & petitioner] 
6 Hubbard Nance [son of intestate & petitioner] 
7 Laura Keerans who is the only child of Betsey – a 

daughter of the intestate who died in intestate’s 
lifetime 



8 Children of John Nance a son of intestate who died 
before his father  
1 Absilla wife of Riley Hill 
2 Hudson Nance junior 
3 Barden Nance 
4 Noah Nance 
5 William Nance 
6 Elizabeth, wife of Sion Hill  

 
Your petitioners would show that since the last Term of this 
Court, John Keerans, one of the administrators, has died 
intestate and letters of administration as his estate have been 
granted by your worships at the Term.  
 
 Your petitioners further: Shew to your sonships that the 
administration on the estate of Hudson Nance was not closed 
at the death of the said John Keerans and a considerable 
position of the assets and debts due to the estate of the said 
Hudson Nance were in the hands of the said John Keerans, at 
the time of his death. 
 
 Your petitioners pray your son-ships that a copy of this 
represent to your sonships that the intestate had made 
advancements in equal propositions to each of his children and 
after his death his children made a more liberal provision for his 
widow than she was entitled to by land in consideration of 
which she relinquishes all claims to any share in the 
advancements made by the intestate to his children nor in any other 

part of the estate, excepting the provision aforesaid. 



 
 Your petitioners pray that a copy of this petition issue and 
be served on each of the defendants commanding them to 
appear at the next Term of this Court to be held at the Court 
House in Asheboro the 1st Monday of November 1858, then 
and there to answer this petition or to plead or dessent thereto 
– And your petitioners pray for a decree requiring the 
defendant Larkin Keerans to put into the profession of your 
petitioners Hubbard Nance, serving administrator, the assets 
which were in the hands of John Keerans at the time of his 
death.  
 
 Your petitioners further pray your worships to order the 
clerk of this Court to take an account of said administration and 
report to next Court, distinguishing in said account and report 
the amount of the liabilities of each administrator and they 
pray for a decree in distributing the surplus according to the 
rights of the parties and for all such other orders and decrees in 
the premises as the nature of the case may require and to your 
worships may deem proper – Am I Then as in duty bound will 
ever pray. 
 
      J. Worth atts. for  
      petitioners 
 
  



NORTH CAROLINA  Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions 
Randolph County  Novm Term, 1856 
 
TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE JUSTICES OF SAID COURT:  

Elizabeth Nance  
against 

Hubbard Nance, Anna wife of John Keerans, Sally Jackson, 
Thomas Nance, Hudson Nance, Crawford Keerans + wife Laura -
- and the heirs of John Nance To-wit Bardon Nance, Hudson 
Nance, William Nance, Noah Nance, Riley Hill + wife Absilla, 
Sion Hill + wife Elizabeth 
 
Your petitioner represents to your Worships, that her late 
husband Hudson Nance Senr departed this life in the month of 
October last, intestate, leaving your petitioner, his widow, and 
the persons whose names are above set forth as defendants, 
his heirs at law: -- that her said husband died seized and 
possessed of the following tracts of land in the county 
aforesaid, where her said husband usually dwelt on the water 
of Tom’s Creek adjoining the land of John Keerans, Anderson 
Thompson [illegible] containing 100 acres more or less –  
 
Your petitioner prays your Worships to direct that a Writ issue 
to the Sheriff of said county, commanding him to summon a 
Jury of good and lawful men t allot and set off to her, her 
dower in said lands according to law, and to put her in 
possession of the same--and she as in duty bound will ever pray 


